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Fasting Series | Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn Baz

The Last Ten Nights of Ramadan and
Laylatul-Qadr
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (&z£is;) narrated that some men
from the companions of Allah’s Messenger
(As4dile) saw Laylatul-Qadr in a dream as being
within the last seven nights. So the Prophet
(Asafeifle) said:
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I see that your dreams all agree that it is within
the last seven nights so let whoever seeks it do
so within the last seven nights.*

Explanation of Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn Baz (£4z5):2

This hadith establishes that Laylatul-Qadr occurs in
the last ten nights of Ramadan. The Qur’an also
establishes that Laylatul-Qadr is real and will
certainly occur and that Allah revealed the Noble
Qur’an on Laylatul-Qadr, as Allah said:
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“Verily! We have sent the Qur’an down in the night of

al-Qadr (Decree). And what will make you know what
the night of al-Qadr is? The night of al-Qadr is better

! Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 2015) and Sahih Muslim (no. 1165)
* Explanation of ‘Umdah al-Ahkam, Dar al-Riyadah (pgs. 267-268)
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than a thousand months of worship. Therein descend
the angels and Jibril by Allah’s Permission with all
Decrees. Peace all that night until the appearance of
dawn.”™

So, Laylatul-Qadr is a tremendous night, Allah
revealed the Quran on that night during a great
month, the month of Ramadan. Allah ({s35) said:
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“The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the
Qur’an™

In another verse, Allah made it clear that it is a
blessed night, He (1s3%) said:

P
> =

& & C;.’,/:f OO S S S ] e TP -
S 6} a875s dad sl Tl @ ool sl @ 23

5 2 R .
(CPRE NN SR

3 Stirah al-Qadr (97:1-5)
* Stirah al-Baqarah (2:185)



Markaz us-Sunnah

“Ha-Mim. By the manifest Book (this Qur’an) that
makes things clear. We sent it down on a blessed
night. Verily, We are ever warning. Therein (that
night) is decreed every matter of ordainments.”

On Laylatul-Qadr, every matter of ordainment is
decreed. The events of the years are decreed in detail
from the previous decree. This is from Allah’s Signs
and His Wisdom.,

Likewise, regarding every foetus, while it is in the
mother’s womb, everything that it will happen to it
from future events is written: its actions; statements;
wretchedness: salvation; etc.

In this hadith, the Sahabah had dreams that agreed
that Laylatul-Qadr is in the last seven nights so the
Prophet (J55.5{i) said: “I see that your dreams all
agree that it is within the last seven nights so let
whoever seeks it do so within the last seven nights.”
Meaning: it is more likely than other days. Laylatul-

® Stirah al-Dukhan (44:1-4)
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Qadr may occur on the 21%, 227 or 23", however it is
more likely to be in the last seven nights.
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‘A’ishah (gedi;) narrated that Allah’s Messenger
(Asdile) said:

Seek Laylatul-Qadr in the odd nights from the
last ten nights.*
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¢ Sahth al-BukharT (no. 2017) and Sahth Muslim (no. 1169)
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Abii Sa‘ld al-KhudrT (£24i;) narrated:

The Prophet (J55.64{) used to perform I‘tikaf
in the middle ten days of Ramadan and one year
he performed I‘tikaf until the night of the
twenty-first; it is the night before the morning
when he would come out of his I‘tikaf. The
Prophet (J&.&dile) said: “Whoever was in
I'tikaf with me should stay in I‘tikaf for the last
ten days for I was informed of the date of this
night (Laylatul-Qadr) but I was made to forget
it. In a dream, I saw myself prostrating in mud
and water in the morning of that night. So,
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search for it in the last ten nights, and search
for it in their odd nights.” It rained that night
and the roof of the masjid dripped as it was
made from leaf stalks of date palms. I saw
Allah’s Messenger with my own eyes and there
were traces of mud and water on his forehead
and that was on the morning of the twenty-
first.”

Explanation of Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn Baz (5iz):®

These two narrations establish that Laylatul-Qadr
occurs in the last ten nights of Ramadan and that it is
more likely to be during the odd nights from it: the
21%, 23, 25, 27 and 29, The 27% night is the most
likely.

Laylatul-Qadr may occur in the even nights as has
come in another hadith that the Prophet (Ji&.E{)
said:

7 Sahih al-BukharT (no. 2027) and Sahth Muslim (no. 1167)
¥ Explanation of ‘Umdah al-Ahkam, Dar al-Riyadah (pgs. 269-271)
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“[Seek it] when nine [nights] remain, when seven
[nights] remain, when five [nights] remain, and when
three [night] remain.”

Until the Prophet (dafesi{ie) said:
«;;J.;j/ J:%T L;é»
“[Seek it] in the last night.”

So, it is legislated for the believing men and women to
search for Laylatul-Qadr during all of the ten nights
and to spend these nights in the obedience of Allah,
worshipping Him, calling upon and begging Him due
to the virtues of these ten nights and in order to
coincide with the blessed night.

° Sahth al-BukharT (no. 2021) and Musnad Abt Dawid al-TayalisT (no. 922)
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The majority of scholars hold the opinion that
Laylatul-Qadr is specific to the last ten nights and the
authentic narrations from Allah’s Messenger
(As54E4{le) have proven that. Some of the scholars
hold other opinions regarding this and have said that
it may occur any day of the year, others have said that
it occurs in the second half of the year and others
have said that it occurs between the 15" and 20 of
Ramadan. These are all weak opinions, and the
correct position is that it occurs in the last ten nights
of Ramadan.

The second hadith, the hadith of Abli Sa‘ld (4zdis),
establishes that once in the time of the Prophet
(As4E4le), it occurred on the 21 night. It states that
the Prophet mentioned that it is the 21* night and he
had seen in a dream that on the morning of it he
would be prostrating in mud and water in the
morning of that night. It rained that night and the
Sahabah saw the Prophet (Jz544le) with traces of
mud and water on his forehead.
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‘N’isha asked the Prophet: “Allah’s Messenger, if I find
Laylatul-Qadr, what should I supplicate?” He said:
“Say:
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‘O Allah, indeed You are Pardoning, You love to
pardon, so pardon me,””*

Thus, the Sunnah during Laylatul-Qadr is to
supplicate with beautiful and comprehensive
supplications, stand in prayer, increase in Allah’s
Remembrance, reciting the Qur’an, giving in charity
and all other types of goodness. This is what should be
done during these days and nights. Allah, the Most
High, said:
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“The night of al-Qadr is better than a thousand
months.”"

°Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (no. 3513)
1 Siirah al-Qadr (97:3)
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The scholars have stated in explanation of this verse
that striving for good deeds on this night is better and
more virtuous than good deeds done for a thousand
months that do not include Ramadan. This is a great
virtue. A thousand months are equivalent to 83 years
and 4 months, a complete lifetime. Whoever reaches
this great virtue attains goodness.

Furthermore, striving hard in worship during the last
ten nights is not extremely burdensome or difficult. It
is not a month, two months or a year of worship. It is
only ten nights so striving hard in worship during it is
easy.
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